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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on February 
15, 2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that (that the 
subject matter of all claims 1-34 is sufficiently related that a thorough search for 
the subject matter of any one Group of claims would encompass a search for the 
subject matter of the remaining claims. This is not found persuasive because 

Claims 1-25 (Group I) are drawn to storage of additional data, classified in 
class 348, subclass 231 .3, and claims 26-34 (Group II) are drawn to color 
balance, classified in class 348, subclass 223.1. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 22 
recites the limitation "said selection device" in lines19-20. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examining purposes, the 
Examiner will read the "selection device" as a "selection". Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. Claims 15 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 15 and 25 recites "A 
data signal that transmits through a communication line..." A data signal is not 
tangibly embodied. For examining purposes, the Examiner will read the 
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preamble of the claims as "a computer program^for transmission of data signal 
through a communication line". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-6, 12-20 and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Tomat, US Patent 6,784,925 B1. 

Regarding claim 1, Tomat discloses an information processing apparatus 
(See computer system shown in fig. 1:1), comprising: an input device (Fig. 2: 18) 
that inputs image data output from an electronic camera (Fig. 1:14); storage 
device (Fig. 2: 6) that stores the input image data; and a control device (Figs. 13, 
14, 17, 31, 32 and 33) that sets in advance save conditions (i.e. file name, 
format, location) under which the input image data are to be saved in said 
storage device and automatically saves the image data in conformance to said 
save conditions when the image data has been input (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 
27; col. 6 t line 34 - col. 7, line 1 1 ; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 1 0, line 66 - 
col. 11, line 26; col. 11, line 49 - col. 12, line 12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4). 
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Regarding claim 2, Tomat discloses the same as in claim 1 . Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 1 apply here. 

Regarding claim 3, Tomat discloses the same as in claim 1 . Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 1 apply here. 

Regarding claim 4, Tomat discloses that the save conditions include 
information related to image processing conditions under which the input image 
data undergo image processing (Col. 18, lines 7-62). 

Regarding claim 5, Tomat discloses that the image processing conditions 
are adopted to process a series of image data output from the electronic camera 
under a single set of processing conditions (Col. 1 0, line 66 - col. 1 1 , line 26; col. 
11, line 49 -col. 12, line 12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4). 

Regarding claim 6, Tomat discloses that the image processing conditions 
are set advance before the electronic camera starts to output the series image 
data (Col. 10, line 66-col. 11, line 26; col. 11, line 49 -col. 12, line 12; col. 12, 
line 45 -col. 13, line 4). 

Regarding claim 12, Tomat discloses a recording medium (Fig. 2: 6) that 
records therein an information processing program (Figs. 13, 14, 17, 31, 32 and 
33) for an information processing apparatus (Computer system in fig. 1:1) that 
inputs and saves image data output from an electronic camera (Fig. 1:14) 
connected to the information processing apparatus, said information processing 
program comprising: a first instruction for setting in advance save conditions (i.e. 
file name, format, location) under which the input image data are saved in 
storage device; and second instruction for automatically saving the image data to 
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said storage device under said save conditions when the image data has been 
input (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 1 1 ; col. 8, line 66 
-col. 9, line 25; col. 10, line 66 -col. 11, line 26; col. 11, line 49 -col. 12, line 
12; col. 12, line 45 - col. 13, line 4). 

Regarding claim 13, Tomat discloses the same as in claim 12. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 12 apply here. 

Regarding claim 14, Tomat discloses that the save conditions include 
information related to image processing conditions under which the input image 
data undergo image processing (Col. 18, lines 7-62). 

Regarding claim 15, Tomat discloses a computer program for transmitting 
data signal through a communication line (Digital camera interface 2: 18) 
comprising: an information processing program (Figs. 13, 14, 17, 31, 32 and 33) 
for an information processing apparatus (Computer system in fig. 1:1) that inputs 
and saves image data output from an electronic camera (Fig. 1 : 14) connected to 
the information processing apparatus, said information processing program 
comprising: a first instruction for setting in advance save conditions (i.e. selection 
of file name, format, location and image correction) under which the input image 
data are saved in a storage device; and a second instruction for automatically 
saving the image data to the storage device under said save conditions when the 
image data has been input (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, 
line 11; col. 8, line 66 -col. 9, line 25; col. 10, line 66 -col. 11, line 26; col. 11, 
line 49 -col. 12, line 12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4). 
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Regarding claim 16, Tomat discloses the same as in claim 15. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 15 apply here. 

Regarding claim 17, Tomat discloses that the save conditions include 
information related to image processing conditions under which the input image . 
data undergo image processing (Col. 18, lines 7-62). 

Regarding claim 18, Tomat discloses an information processing 
apparatus (See computer system shown in fig. 1:1), comprising: an input device 
(Fig. 2: 18) that sequentially inputs data sequentially output from an electronic 
camera (Fig. 1: 14); a storage device (Fig. 2: 6) that stores in advance standard 
processing conditions (i.e. selection of file name, format, location and image 
correction) under which the input data undergo standard processing; a current 
processing condition setting device (Figs. 13, 14, 17, 31, 32 and 33) that sets in 
advance current processing conditions under which subsequently input data are 
to undergo a given type of processing, prior to an input of the subsequently input 
data; a selection device (Figs. 13, 14, 17, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 50) that can 
optionally select either one of said standard processing conditions (Fig. 50 
teaches auto correct and image rotation, and fig. 13 teaches selection of location, 
format and file name to be set prior to download the images from the computer) 
and said current processing conditions prior to the input of the subsequently input 
data; and a processing device (Fig. 2: 15) that processes the subsequently input 
data in conformance to the processing conditions selected by said selection 
device (Coi. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 1 1 ; col. 8, line 
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66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 1 0, line 66 - col. 1 1 , line 26; col. 1 1 , line 49 - col. 1 2, line 
12; col. 12, line 45 - col. 13, line 4; col. 21, line 54 - col. 22, line 37). 

Regarding claim 19, Tomat discloses a control device (Figs. 13, 14, 17, 
31, 32 and 33) that saves said current processing conditions (i.e. selection of file 
name, format, location and image correction) set by said current processing 
conditions setting device in said storage device as said standard processing 
conditions (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 11; col. 8, 
line 66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 1 0, line 66 - col. 1 1 , line 26; col. 1 1 , line 49 - col. 1 2, 
line 12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4; col. 21, line 54 - col. 22, line 37). 

Regarding claim 20, Tomat discloses a second storage device that stores 
data obtained through processing performed under either said standard 
processing conditions or said current processing conditions (In figs. 1 and 2 
Tomat teaches floppy drive which can be selected as a location to store the 
image data downloaded by the to the computer using the program as shown in 
fig. 13) (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 1 1 ; col. 8, line 
66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 1 0, line 66 - col. 1 1 , line 26; col. 1 1 , line 49 - col. 1 2, line 
12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4; col. 21, line 54 -col. 22, line 37). 

Regarding claim 22, Tomat discloses a recording medium (Fig. 2: 6) that 
records therein an image-processing program (Figs. 13, 14, 17, 31, 32 and 33) 
for an image processing apparatus (Computer system in fig. 1 :1) that inputs and 
processes data sequentially output from an electronic camera (Fig. 1: 14), said 
image processing program comprising: a first instruction for setting in advance 
current processing conditions (i.e. selection of file name, format, location and 
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image correction) under which subsequently input data are to undergo a given 
type of processing prior to an input of the subsequently input data; a second 
instruction for enabling optional selection of either standard processing 
conditions for implementing standard processing on input data saved in advance 
in a storage device or said current processing conditions, prior to the input of the 
subsequently input data; a third instruction for sequentially inputting data 
sequentially (Using digital camera interface shown in fig. 2: 18) output from the 
electronic camera; and a fourth instruction for processing (Using CPU shown in 
fig. 2: 15) the subsequently input data under processing conditions selected by 
said selection device (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 
1 1 ; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 10, line 66 - col. 1 1 , line 26; col. 1 1 , line 
49 - col. 1 2, line 1 2; col. 1 2, line 45 - col. 1 3, line 4; col. 21 , line 54 - col. 22, line 
37). 

Regarding claim 23, Tomat discloses that the information processing 
program further comprises a fifth instruction for saving to said storage device 
said current processing conditions set in response to said first instruction as said 
standard processing conditions (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - 
col. 7, line 1 1 ; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 1 0, line 66 - col. 1 1 , line 26; 
col. 11, line 49 -col. 12, line 12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4; col. 21, line 54 - 
col. 22, line 37). 

Regarding claim 24, Tomat discloses that the information processing 
program further comprises an instruction for saving to said storage device data 
having undergone processing performed in response to said forth instruction 
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(Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 1 1 ; col. 8, line 66 - 
col. 9, line 25; col. 10, line 66 -col. 11, line 26; col. 11, line 49 -col. 12, line 12; 
/ col. 1 2, line 45 - col. 1 3, line 4; col. 21 , line 54 - col. 22, line 37). 

Regarding claim 25, Tomat discloses a computer program for transmitting 
data signal through a communication line (Digital camera interface 2: 18) 
comprising an information processing program (Figs. 13, 14, 17, 31, 32 and 33) 
for an information processing device (Computer system in fig. 1:1) that inputs 
and processes data sequentially output from an electronic camera (Fig. 1: 14), 
said information processing program comprising: a first instruction for setting in 
advance current processing conditions (i.e. selection of file name, format, 
location and image correction) under which subsequently input data are to 
undergo a given type of processing prior to an input of the subsequently input 
data; a second instruction for enabling optional selection (Using interface shown 
in figs. 13, 14, 17, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 50) of either standard processing conditions 
for implementing standard processing on input data saved in advance in a 
storage device or said current processing conditions, prior to the input of the 
subsequently input data; a third instruction for sequentially inputting data 
sequentially (Using digital camera interface in fig. 2: 18) output from the 
electronic camera; and a fourth instruction for processing the subsequently input 
data under processing (Using CPU in fig. 2: 15) conditions selected by said 
selection device (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 1 1 ; 
col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 1 0, line 66 - col. 1 1 , line 26; col. 1 1 , line 49 - 
col. 12, line 12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4; col. 21 , line 54 - col. 22, line 37). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 7-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tomat, US Patent 6,784,925 B1 in view of Tullis, US Patent 6,533,243 B1 . 

Regarding claim 7, Tomat discloses an information processing system 
(Fig. 1 ), comprising: an electronic camera (Fig. 1:14) that captures an image of a 
subject and generates image data; and an image processing apparatus 
(Computer system in fig. 1:1) that inputs the image data output from said 
electronic camera, wherein said image processing apparatus comprises an input 
device (Fig. 2: 18) that inputs the image data output from said electronic camera, 
a storage device (Fig. 2: 6) that stores the input image data, and a control device 
(Figs. 13, 14, 17, 31 , 32 and 33) that sets in advance save conditions (i.e. file 
name, format, location) under which the input image data are to be saved in said 
storage device and automatically saves the image data in conformance to said 
save conditions when the image data has been input (Col. 5, line 35 - col. 6, line 
27; col. 6, line 34 - col. 7, line 11; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25; col. 10, line 66 - 
col. 11, line 26; col. 11, line 49 -col. 12, line 12; col. 12, line 45 - col. 13, line 4). 
Tomat does not explicitly disclose that the electronic camera outputs the 
generated image data to said image processing apparatus without recording the 
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generated image data in a nonvolatile storage device internally provided therein 
or detachably mounted thereto. 

However, Tullis teaches an image pickup apparatus (Fig. 2: 40) 
comprising: image pickup means (Fig. 2: 48) for image picking up an object 
image formed through an optical system (Fig. 2: 44) and acquiring image 
information of said object image; and communication means (Fig. 2: 72) for 
transmitting the image information obtained in said image pickup means to an 
external unit (Fig. 2: 10) and receiving the image information after an arbitrary 
image process from the external unit, wherein the camera transmits directly the 
image data without having recording said image data to a non-volatile memory 
(Col. 3, line 62 - col. 4, line 20; col. 5, lines 13-23; col. 6, lines 13-63). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Tomat in view of Tullis as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Tomat by transferring the captured image data 
form the camera directly to the computer without recording generated image data 
in a nonvolatile memory. The motivation to do so would help the information 
processing system to increase the speed of the system to store the image data 
and also would help minimize the size of the digital camera since the captured 
images would be transferred directly to the computer system. 

Regarding claim 8, Tomat discloses the same as in claim 7. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 7 apply here. 
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Regarding claim 9, Tomat discloses that the save conditions include 
information related to image processing conditions under which the input image 
data undergo image processing (Col. 18, lines 7-62). 

Regarding claim 10, Tomat discloses that the image processing 
conditions are adopted to process a series of image data output from the 
electronic camera under a single set of processing conditions (Col. 10, line 66 - 
col. 11, line 26; col. 1 1 , line 49 - col. 12, line 12; col. 12, line 45 - col. 13, line 4). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Tomat discloses that the image processing 
conditions are set advance before the electronic camera starts to output the 
series image data (Col. 10, line 66 - col. 11, line 26; col. 11, line 49 -col. 12, line 
12; col. 12, line 45 -col. 13, line 4). 

8. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tomat, US Patent 6,784,925 B1 . 

Regarding claim 21, Tomat does not explicitly discloses that the control 
device reinstates contents of said standard processing conditions, which have 
been replaced with contents of said current processing conditions, contents of 
the standard processing conditions originally stored in advance in said storage 
device, as necessary but in fig. 50 teaches editing the image data (Rotating and 
correcting) in a drop down list, wherein said list also teaches an "Undo" button 
which can be used to reinstate the contents of the standard processing 
conditions, which have been replaced with contents of said current processing 
conditions, contents of the standard processing conditions originally stored in 
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advance in said storage device, as necessary after been corrected and/or edited 
(Col. 21 , line 54 - col. 22, line 37). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to reinstate previous settings or process made 
on an image by using an "Undo" application. The motivation to do so would help 
the information processing system to avoid unwanted process made when 
editing the images. 



Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. 
to 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wendy R. Garber can be reached on (571) 272-7308. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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